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General Information

The Electoral Registration and Administration Act 2013 introduced a change to 
the timing of compulsory reviews of UK Parliamentary polling districts and 
polling places. The next compulsory review must be started and completed 
between 1 October 2018 and 31 January 2020.

A review of electoral arrangements has also being undertaken by the local 
Government Boundary Commission for England (LGBCE) and their final 
recommendations were published on 23 October 2018. 

What is the difference between a polling district, a polling 
place and a polling station?

2.1 A polling district is a geographical sub-division of an electoral area, i.e. 
a UK Parliamentary constituency, a ward or an electoral division. Many of the 
polling districts in the rural areas of Forest Heath and St Edmundsbury are 
pre-defined as a result of parish arrangements and the only question to 
consider is whether it would make for more effective arrangements if the 
parish were divided into parish wards. 

In urban areas there is potentially more scope to alter the boundaries of 
polling districts.  Here the prime consideration is to achieve reasonable 
facilities for voting for all the electors, so far as practicable.

2.2 A polling place is a geographical area in which a polling station is 
located. However, as there is no legal definition of what a polling place is 
the geographical area could be defined as tightly as a particular building or 
as widely as the entire polling district. The only circumstance in which we 
must designate a polling place is where polling cannot take place within 
the polling district as there are no suitable premises or locations for a 
temporary polling station.

A polling station is the actual room used for polling and must be located 
within the polling place designated for the particular polling district.

http://s3-eu-west-2.amazonaws.com/lgbce/Reviews/Eastern/Suffolk/West%20Suffolk/Final%20recs/West%20Suffolk%20Report%20Web.pdf
http://s3-eu-west-2.amazonaws.com/lgbce/Reviews/Eastern/Suffolk/West%20Suffolk/Final%20recs/West%20Suffolk%20Report%20Web.pdf
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How will the new ward boundaries for West Suffolk Council 
affect polling districts?

In rural areas, a polling district usually has the same boundary as a parish, 
unless that parish is warded. It is anticipated that the polling districts in 
rural areas will remain the same.

However in urban areas, the polling districts will need to be revised to 
reflect the new ward boundaries published by the Local Government 
Boundary Commission for England.

Who is responsible for designating polling districts?

Every relevant authority in the UK is responsible for dividing its area into 
polling districts for UK Parliamentary elections for as much of any 
constituency that is situated in its area and for keeping the polling districts 
under review.

When designating polling districts, relevant authorities must seek to ensure 
that all the electors in the constituency have such reasonable facilities for 
voting as are practicable in the circumstance. In addition, and unless there 
are special circumstances that lead the authority to determine otherwise, 
each parish in England must be in a separate polling district.

Who is responsible for designating polling stations?

The Returning Officer for the particular election must provide a sufficient 
number of polling stations, and allot the electors to those polling stations in 
such manner as he or she thinks the most convenient.

Polling stations must be located within the polling places designated by the 
relevant authority.

In order to provide good disabled access, we have reviewed our use of 
caravans as polling stations. Where possible, we have proposed that an 
alternative polling station is used within the polling district, or electors poll at 
a polling station within a neighbouring parish. We welcome any alternative 
suggestions.

How do I suggest a change to an existing polling district or 
polling place designation?

When making a suggestion for a change please outline the reasons for 
making the change, such as improved convenience for all electors in the 
ward.  When considering any proposals for change the Council will be aiming, 
so far as practicable, to make equitable arrangements for polling right across 
the area.  Proposals will be considered in this wider context, as well as with 
regard to the convenience of the local arrangements. 
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Who is being consulted? 

All Borough/District and County Councillors for Forest Heath and St 
Edmundsbury, Parish Councils, the Returning Officer of each parliamentary 
constituency within the Borough/District, the County Returning Officer, 
voluntary groups and local political parties.

What is the timetable for the review? 

Date Event
23 Oct 2018 LGBCE publish Final Recommendations for ward 

boundaries.
5 Nov 2018 Publish notice of Polling District Review
6 Nov – 11 Dec 
2018

Consultation with Acting Returning Officer for any 
constituencies within West Suffolk Council area, 
parish councils, district and county councillors, 
disability groups and electors.

1 Dec 2018 Publish revised register of electors following annual 
canvass (using current polling districts)

15 Jan 2019 Shadow Authority to consider Schedule of Polling 
Places and Polling Districts

1 Feb 2019 Revised Register is re-published on new ward 
boundaries and polling districts

2 May 2019 Elections held on new ward boundaries and polling 
districts

If you have any queries about the polling district review process, or require 
further information, please contact:

Fiona Osman
Electoral Services - Manager

Address: West Suffolk House
Western Way
Bury St Edmunds
Suffolk
IP33 3YU

Tel: 01284 757105
Email: Fiona.osman@westsuffolk.gov.uk

mailto:Fiona.osman@westsuffolk.gov.uk

